Sample Documentation Language for Measure # 9 – 
Major Depressive Disorder 
Required Elements

(
Patient age 18 years and older

(
Diagnosis:  Major Depressive Disorder (ICD-9-CM codes 296.20, 296.21, 296.22, 296.33, 296.34, 296.35, 298.0, 300.4, 309.0, 309.1 or 311)

(
Can be reported in connection with either of the following:  (a) patient with new onset of major depression or (b) a patient with prior major depression who presents with new episode (recurrence) of major depression
(
The term "new episode" means a patient with major depression who has not been seen or treated for major depression by any practitioner in the prior 4 months
(
3 alternatives measures for treatment of MDD  

G8126 (Acute Treatment with Antidepressant Medication)
Select One

(
Patient with new onset or new episode of MDD prescribed a full 12-week course of antidepressant medication (report measure at time of initial prescription).  Patient's treatment record on the date on which the measure is performed should indicate that the patient has been prescribed a full 12-week course of antidepressant medication on this date. 






OR  
(
Patient with new onset or new episode of MDD completed a 12-week course of antidepressant medication (report measure at completion of 12-week course of medication).  Patient's treatment record on the date on which the measure is performed should indicate that the patient has completed a 12-week course of antidepressant medication on this date. 
G8128 (Acute Treatment with Antidepressant Medication Not Completed for Documented

Reasons)
(
Patient with new episode of MDD who was not an eligible candidate for antidepressant medication or patient did not have a new episode of MDD.  Patient's treatment record on the date on which the measure is performed should indicate that either medication was not prescribed, including the reason why (e.g., medication contraindicated) or new episode was changed to a new non-MDD diagnosis.   
G8127 (Acute Treatment with Antidepressant Medication Not Completed, Reason Not

Given)
(
Patient with new episode of MDD not documented as being treated with antidepressant medication during entire 12 week acute treatment phase.  Patient's treatment record on the date on which the measure is performed might indicate that the patient failed or refused to complete the full 12 week course of medication.  
